Cayman Islands National Spelling Bee Championship Rules, 2021
1. Pupils of any Government/ Private/ Homeschool Primary or Secondary School in the Cayman Islands are eligible to enter the competition.

2. Each school can submit its best students for the eliminations.  Each school may enter a maximum of three (3) students who should be no older than the age of eleven (11) on the 1st of September of the year of the competition at the primary level and no older than the age of fifteen (15) on the 1st of September of the year of the competition at the secondary school level.  Each school is also allowed to have one alternate student to replace one (1) of the three (3) if they can not participate.

3. All participants representing their school in the quiz must wear the uniform of the school.

4. The Spelling Quiz is an oral competition and pupils are not allowed to write the word before they spell it.

5. Having started to spell a word, contestants may retrace once only, providing letters and sequences are not changed in retracing.

6. Homonyms may constitute part of the spelling list.  If no definition is given, the correct spelling of either word will be accepted.

7. When a contestant is given the definition of a homonym, he/she must spell the word defined.
8. A contestant may request the Spell Master to repeat the word, define it, use it in a sentence, provide the part of the speech, and/or provide the language of origin.  The quiz master shall grant the requests until the judges agree that the word is clear to the contestant.

9. Each contestant is given a maximum of thirty seconds (30) in which to spell the word. 

10. The judges may disqualify any contestant who ignores a request to start spelling.
11. If the contestant spells the word incorrectly he/she is eliminated in that round and from continuing in the competition. Contestants not eliminated in the previous rounds continue on to the following round.

12. In the event that there is a tie between two (2) or more spellers, the procedure changes.  If one speller misspells the word, the other contestant shall be given an opportunity to spell the word. If after correctly spelling the word the second speller misspells the new word given to them, then the first speller has an opportunity to correctly spell this word. If the first speller succeeds in correcting the error and in spelling the next word on the Spell Master’s list, they shall be declared champion. 
13. The judges are in complete control of the Spelling Bee.  Their decisions are final.

14. Any questions relating to the spelling of a word must be referred to the judges immediately.  No protest can be entertained after the contest is terminated.  

